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MOD kicks off privatized crossing project.
January 16th 2006 marks the beginning of a new era in the operation of crossings between Israel and Palestinians areas with the Ministry of Defense / Crossing Directorate assuming responsibility from the I.D.F over two of the crossings bordering the Gaza Strip. Under the privatization program, M.O.D approved companies will employ civilians instead of soldiers to conduct the necessary security checks in two of the crossings- Shaar Ephraim and Erez.
Starting from January 16th, Shaar Ephraim will be operated by workers of "Mikud", whereas starting from January 19th Erez terminal will be operated by, "White Snow". Both companies won last August a tender issued by the Ministry of Defense. In recent weeks employees have been undergoing rigorous preparations and trainings for the job, operation of the systems but above all- psychological and behavioral sessions, to assure their conduct is in accordance with the demands set by the Ministry of Defense.
Utilization of private sector security inspectors follows a Memorandum of Understanding which was signed last month by the MOD's Director General, Jacob Toren and Rechard H. Jones, US Ambassador to Israel covering the procurement, delivery and installation of scanning devices and related equipment to expedite the movement of people and goods through crossing points to and from the West Bank and Gaza.
The equipment will enable effective, efficient and quick security checks of goods and thus, will contribute to the recovery of the Palestinian economy which is not only a Palestinian interest but also American and Israeli. The first stage consists of installing four mobile scanning devices in Karni, Kerem Shalom, Shaar Ephraim, and Tarkumia crossings that deal with massive amounts of people and goods, including agricultural products which are prone to damage as checking time lengthens.
The first scanner will be installed in Karni on January 21st . 

Other technological means such as "Safe View", a personal scanning system, have already been installed in Erez to enable efficient and swift checking of people crossing the terminal into Israel.
Their usage and the fact that civilians man the posts, are expected to lessen the existing friction in the security checks, humanize the process and improve service level.
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